
 

 
 
 

City of Smith Center 
City Council Meeting Minutes 

September 24, 2018 
6:00 pm 

 

The City Council met in adjourned session with Mayor Wiehl presiding. Council 
members present:  Don Wick, Tracy Kingsbury, Adam Rentschler, and Chris Cole.  
Absent:  Dave Mace. 
Others present:  Stacy Schulte, Jon Halbgewachs, Alana Williams-Dean, Mickey 
Drake, Jamie Marshall, Rick Hileman, Nancy Shaffer, Galen Lambert, Terri Jones, 
and Jill Conaway.   
Mayor Wiehl called the meeting to order at 6:01pm.  
 
Motion by Wick, seconded by Kingsbury, to approve the minutes of the 
September 10, 2018 meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
CCLIP 
Jon Halbgewachs, Kirkham-Michael, presented the amended contracts for 
signature as the City of Smith Center was recently awarded a second resurfacing 
CCLIP grant through KDOT for the section of Hwy 281 from 1st Street to Hwy 36.  
KDOT is allowing the original project awarded to resurface from the railroad 
tracks to 1st Street to be combined with this second award.  By combining the two 
projects, the total cost to both the City and KDOT is reduced.  Bid letting is 
proposed for the spring of 2019 with work to begin in the summer after wheat 
harvest.   Motion by Rentschler, seconded by Wick, to authorize Mayor Wiehl to 
sign the documents presented and move forward with the project.  Motion 
carried.   
 
SRTS 
Jon Halbgewachs presented information on the continuing Safe Routes to School 
grant.  Discussion was held on the various phases of the project, funding, and 
target areas for sidewalk replacement for students walking and bicycling to and 
from the elementary and junior high schools.  Motion by Rentschler, seconded by 
Cole to approve and authorize Mayor Wiehl to sign the presented documents to 
continue with the project in phase II.  Motion carried.  
 
 
General Public Transportation 
Jill Conaway presented a proposal to the council for a program expansion; 
Logisticare contract, the possibility of purchasing a used vehicle to coordinate 
transportation for medical appointments and other needs outside of the current 
service area; and the upcoming program application for fiscal year 2019/2020.    
Discussion was held on the current service, the proposed services, options to 
purchase an ADA compliant vehicle, and the need to hire additional drivers.  
Motion by Kingsbury, seconded by Rentschler to move forward with the General 
Public Transportation Program expansion by contracting with Logisticare; submit 
in the annual funding application a replacement van for the 2009 Dodge Caravan  



 

 
 
currently in service as well as an additional van to expand the transportation 
program; and purchase a used ADA compliant van in order to offer services in the 
near future.  Once the vehicles are in place and the contract and training with 
Logisticare is complete, the SCGPT program will be running one van in city limits; 
one van within the county; and one van serving medical and other needs for 
community members to the outlying areas such as Kearney, Hastings, Hays, etc. 
Motion carried.  
 
Economic Development 
Stacy Schulte presented the minutes from the last Economic Development board 
meeting.   
Motion by Wick, seconded by Rentschler, to approve a Jumpstart Grant of $5,000 
to SunPorch of Smith County, to assist with rent and utilities.  Motion carried. 
Motion by Cole, seconded by Kingsbury, to approve a Jumpstart Grant of $5,000 
to Smith Center Child Care Development Center, for the cost associated with the 
schematic plans and advertisement.  Motion carried. 
Motion by Rentschler, seconded by Wick, to approve a $3,000 payment towards 
the open invoice with Smith County Insurance for the Storefront Grant previously 
awarded to for the replacement of windows.  This payment will be made directly 
to Center Glass.  Motion carried.  
After discussion, a motion was made by Wick, seconded by Kingsbury, to approve 
$15,000 to Heritage Townhomes due to the extra expenses from apartment 
damage repairs, the deductible from the hail damage, and other recent expenses 
discovered after the board took back management from NWKS.  Motion 
approved.    
Rentschler asked Schulte about the loans to Twisted Petal and J4 Fitness. 
 
Reports 
Chief Marshall gave an update to the council on the office building, speed limit 
signage on east Kansas Avenue and will be obtaining information on new Tasers 
and grant options to assist in the replacement costs. 
Rick Hileman reported on the water line repairs at Gaylord.  The Srader building 
elevator has been repaired.  A situation presented during the repair that the 
technicians from KONE Elevator had not worked with.  The city workers were able 
to come up with a solution to assist the technicians, with the use of the city’s vac 
machine as well as some tubing; saving approximately $15,000-$20,000 in extra 
expenses.  The council commended the city crew on their solution and work to 
assist in the elevator repair.   
Councilman Wick reported on a recent Pool Committee meeting and the direction 
the committee is working towards.  
 
Motion by Wick, seconded by Rentschler to adjourn.   Motion carried.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:28pm. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
____________________________________ 

Jill Conaway, City Clerk 


