
 

 

Smith Center City Council Meeting Minutes 

September 12, 2022 

 

I. Call to Order 

Mayor Bryce Wiehl called the meeting to order at 6pm on Monday, September 12, 2022, at the 

Srader Hall.  

 

II. Attendance 

Council members: Don Wick, Dave Mace, Chris Cole, Brady Peterson, and Tracy Kingsbury. 

Others: Tabitha Owen, Aurielle Hughes, Jerald Ratliff, Kim Maudlin, Jamie Marshall, Kim Phelps, 

Jean Rowlings, Mark Younger (6:04pm), Dan Stephen (6:06pm), and Jill Conaway.  

 

III. Consent Agenda 

Motion by Wick, seconded by Mace, to approve the previous meeting minutes, the vouchers, and 

receipts. Motion carried. 

 

IV. Guest 

Council member Cole relayed information on a near collision that was witnessed at the 

intersection of US-281 and US-36, explaining that a northbound semi-trailer continued north 

through the intersection while a pickup truck was approaching the intersection from the east. 

The driver of the pickup truck was able to get stopped on US-36. Mark Younger spoke to the 

council as a witness of the near accident from the gas station at that intersection. Younger 

reported that the semi-trailer did not stop until after the cemetery on P Rd (County Road north 

of the intersection). Previous requests to Kansas Department of Transportation for lights and/or 

LED signage have been denied as the intersection has had approximately one-third of the 

accidents in comparison to similar highway intersections in Kansas. Conaway has reached back 

out to our local representative, explaining that the City wishes to be proactive in preventing 

accidents, including the costs associated with changing the current signage to better attract the 

attention of motorists travelling through Smith Center. The KDOT representative shared with 

Conaway that he is not confident that sign with LED lights would be approved by the State 

however, he will look into the option of a beacon to be placed above the stop sign. The council 

consensus was to continue to communicate with KDOT to work towards ways to bring more 

attention to this intersection as well as the four-way stop intersection downtown. Marshall and 

Cole reported on another incident that happened at this intersection before the meeting. It is 

speculated that travelers unfamiliar with the area do not always realize that US-281 northbound 

ends at the intersection of US-36; follows US-36 eastbound, then continues northbound at the 

intersection of US-181. Owen will submit a letter to KDOT in support of the council’s request. 

 

V. New Business 

a) AFLAC-Flexible Spending Account-Conaway spoke to the council on the option to offer a 

flexible spending account to qualifying employees through AFLAC, that administers the City’s 



 

 

cafeteria plan. If approved, the account can be administered in-house, or through a provider 

with monthly and per-employee fees.  

At 6:15pm, Mayor Wiehl recessed the regular meeting for the Public Hearing and Meeting on 

Wastewater Treatment Improvements by motion of Kingsbury, seconded by Cole. Motion 

carried.  

Dan Stephen, NWKS Planning & Commission, presented proposed improvements for 

wastewater treatment. The improvements would be funded under the low interest State 

Revolving Loan Fund Program through KDHE. The loan application includes funding for a 

non-discharging wastewater treatment lagoon system. The addition of the storage cell would be 

incorporated into the design, including substantial earthwork, a transfer structure, lagoon 

distribution piping and valves, and all other appurtenant work to complete this project. The 

estimated total project cost and loan application request is $1,090,000. The application deadline 

to be in contention for possible principal forgiveness is October 15, 2022. Following the 

proposal, there were no comments or questions submitted or from the public. A motion was 

made by Wick, seconded by Mace, to approve Resolution 2022-5 authorizing the filing of 

application with KDHE for a loan under the Kansas Water Pollution Control Revolving Fund 

Act. Motion carried. Mayor Wiehl signed the Resolution, Certification for Cost and 

Effectiveness, Assurance of Public Participation for Kansas Water Pollution Control Revolving 

Loan Fund Projects, Certification Regarding Lobbying, and the application.   

*Regular meeting resumed at 6:24pm 

New Business Continued 

FSA-Discussion continued on the option to add the benefit. The consensus of the council is to 

move forward with adding the option, asking Conaway to talk to the qualifying employees to 

estimate the number of participants. The item will be on the next agenda to decide if the 

account will be administered in-house or through a provider. 

 

b) Proclamation-Mayor Wiehl signed a proclamation supporting the annual distribution of Buddy 

Poppies by the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, urging the citizens of the community 

to recognize the merits of this cause by contributing generously to its support through donations for 

Buddy Poppies on Old Settlers Day, September 24, 20212; and urging all patriotic citizens to wear 

a Buddy Poppy as mute evidence of our gratitude to the men and women of this country who have 

risked their lives in defense of the freedoms which we continue to enjoy as American citizens. 

VI. Department Reports/Committee & Board Reports 

a) Police Department-Chief Marshall received an application today; Conaway emailed the release 

to the applicant to proceed with the review process. Marshall is pricing used and new radar 

units and replacement firearms. 

b) Conaway reported for Hileman on the need to rehabilitate well #7; experiencing low flow rate 

at 120 gallons per minute. The council discussed the agreement entered into last year with 

Sargent Drilling. The services outlined in the agreement will be checked; and which wells were 

inspected during that time. Rehabilitation of well #7 will be added to the next meeting agenda.  



 

 

c) Owen-Reported on a memorandum sent regarding the ordinances relating to dogs in the city; 

and will send proposals on the other ordinances previously discussed including fireworks and 

special use vehicles. The council members will need to review the ordinances. 

VII. Governing Body Reports 

a) Kingsbury-Water/Sewer 

Reported that the waterline replacement on South Main Street is nearing completion. 

 

b) Cole-Police/Fire 

Reported on an impromptu interview conducted for an officer position. Marshall, along with 

two council members, will interview the candidate within the week; as well as follow up on the 

other applicant. The fire department has continued to be busy due to the drought; and all of the 

equipment is in good working order. 

VIII. Adjournment 

Motion by Wick, seconded by Cole, to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 6:46pm. 

 

 

 


