
 

 

Smith Center City Council Meeting Minutes 

August 23, 2021 

I. Call to Order 

Mayor Bryce Wiehl called the meeting to order at 6pm on Monday, August 23, 2021, at the Srader 

Hall. 

 

II. Attendance 

Council members: Adam Rentschler, Don Wick, Tracy Kingsbury, and Chris Cole (6:05pm).   

Others:  Rick Hileman, Aurielle Hughes, Kim Phelps, Chief Jamie Marshall, David Sasse, Brady 

Peterson, John Timmons(6:03pm), Terri Jones(6:03pm), and Jill Conaway. 

 

III. Consent Agenda 

A motion was made by Kingsbury, seconded by Rentschler, to approve the minutes and vouchers as 

presented.  Motion carried. 

 

IV. Previous/Ongoing Business 

a) Lagoons-David Sasse spoke with the council on the land he farms owned by Nikki Henning, 

regarding the lagoon expansion project.  Detailed discussion commenced on the proposed 

option (noted as option B of the potential storage cell improvement documents).  Hileman and 

Sasse viewed the aerial map noting the 12-acre parcel.  In summary, Hileman shared that 

should the project commence, a new access road would be put in; the engineering company 

would secure the dirt needed as to not take away from the surrounding acreage; the current 

section of fencing could be removed in a manner that it could be reused elsewhere; and the 

current and future use of the land.  John Timmons asked about the access road, which would be 

to the east side of the pond.  An easement is currently in place from the original land transfer.  

With the discussed 12-acre area, an easement would be completed, like what is currently in 

place from the original land transfer. Sasse stated that Henning is in favor of proceeding and 

asked that he be kept informed throughout the process.  The governing body thanked Mr. Sasse. 

b) Ordinance-The council reviewed a proposed ordinance promoting a tobacco-free environment 

defined in section 2 as specifically related to Wagner Park including the playground, restrooms, 

the Old Dutch Mill, trails, sidewalks and open spaces.  Following discussion, a motion was 

made by Rentschler, seconded by Wick, to adopt Ordinance 1031 as presented, effective after 

publication in the official city newspaper.  Motion carried.   

V. Department Reports/Committee & Board Reports 

a) Chief Marshall-Presented a quote for single cell partitions and window armor for patrol 

vehicles.   Following discussion, a motion was made by Cole, seconded by Kingsbury, to 

approve the purchase of one partition with window armor and apply for grant funding for a 

second.  Motion carried.   

Marshall reported that Officer Kenworthy has been working with other emergency response 

teams in the area to join together and display their vehicles during Old Settlers Day. 

  

 



 

 

b) Hileman-As the courtesy car at the airport is in need of being replaced, Hileman asked the 

council about the possibility of using the older police vehicle once the new patrol car is 

delivered.  The council was in favor of utilizing the 2007 Dodge Charger once the equipment 

and decals are removed. 

The block building recently put up at the shop needs basic electrical in place.  Once quotes are 

received, Hileman will bring them to the council for review.   

Cole inquired if he had been alerted of a visibility issue on the LCD screen of the self-pay fuel 

pump at the airport.  Hileman received a call on it during the weekend in response to the issue, 

reporting visibility issues now a few times recently.  Hileman previously worked with Syntech, 

the issue may be heat related. 

  

c) Conaway-Shared the updated census reporting Smith Center’s population for 2020 at 1,571; 

and the current reported unemployment rate of 3.0 for Smith County.  Cole inquired on the 

rates in the counties surrounding us.  Smith County currently has the lowest unemployment rate 

with Phillips at 3.5, Rooks at 3.9, Osborne at 3.1, Mitchell at 3.1 and Jewell at 3.6; however, 

Smith County and the surrounding counties all have many businesses in need of employees.   

d) Economic Development-Chairperson was not in attendance, the council reviewed the minutes 

from two of the advisory board’s recent meetings.   

Following discussion with Pete’s owner Brady Peterson, a motion was made by Wick, 

seconded by Rentschler, to approve a storefront grant in the amount of $2,520.50 to 

update/replace the sign in front of the business.  Motion carried. 

In review of the minutes, the council talked at length about the request noted from Bright 

Beginnings daycare board.  As Peterson is a member of the advisory board, the council asked if 

he could clarify the paragraphs on the discussion, as well as the type of program the advisory 

board is suggesting for approval.  Peterson explained that his understanding is that with several 

unexpected costs that were and continue to be incurred, the Revolving Loan Fund could be 

utilized for a loan of $35,000 with 0% interest for the first two years, 5% interest from that 

point forward-with the Bright Beginnings board hopeful in paying off the loan in full within the 

first two years.  A motion was made by Rentschler to approve a loan of $35,000.  Discussion 

led to the lack of an application and other required paperwork. The motion died for lack of a 

second.  The paragraph in the minutes discussing $1,500 for cleanup and an additional $1,500 

for rebuilding was explained as funding under future possible programs.  The council discussed 

the previously awarded grants and decided to table these items until the applications and 

associated required paperwork has been submitted, in order to comply with the guidelines. 

 

VI. Governing Body Reports 

a) Rentschler-Airport/Streets/Transit 

Met with school officials on the trial one-way street on school mornings from 7:30am-9am.  

Street Superintendent Johnson delivered barricades and signs to the school for use. 

 

 



 

 

b) Wick-Parks/Pool 

Reported meeting with the swimming pool manager.  She will write up a report on how the 

season went.  Paint inside the pool was discussed.  After draining the pool, the paint did not 

appear to have the issues noticed at the beginning of the season, Hileman explained.   

VII. Adjournment 

Motion by Wick, seconded by Cole to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 6:53pm. 

 

 


