
 

 

Smith Center City Council Meeting Minutes 

August 22, 2022 

 

I. Call to Order 

Mayor Bryce Wiehl called the meeting to order at 6pm on Monday, August 22, 2022, at the Srader 

Hall.  

 

II. Attendance 

Council members: Brady Peterson, Dave Mace, Chris Cole, Don Wick, and Tracy Kingsbury. 

Others: Dana Peterson, Aurielle Hughes, Debby Ponton, Kim Phelps, Brad Howland, Jean Rowlings, 

Tabitha Owen (6:04pm), George Smiley (6:23pm), and Jill Conaway.  

 

III. Consent Agenda 

Motion by Peterson, seconded by Wick, to approve the minutes from August 8th and August 16th, the 

vouchers, and receipts. Motion carried. 

 

IV. Previous/Ongoing Business 

a) K204 Project-Due to the recent project scope changes and the additional work on the Main 

Street water line replacement project, this item was tabled to a future meeting. 

V. Department Reports/Committee & Board Reports 

a) Economic Development-Peterson shared information from the recent meeting. A motion was 

made by Cole, seconded by Kingsbury, to approve a $2,892 Downtown Looking Up grant to 

The Looking Glass. Motion carried. Motion by Mace, seconded by Wick, to approve a 

matching $2,246.93 Storefront Grant to The Looking Glass. Motion carried. 

 

Peterson explained that as the board desires to help businesses in the Smith Center area, 

recognizing that some Kensington residents shop and work in Smith Center, and ultimately 

approved a matching Storefront Grant to the Kensington Community Store for up to $1,687.91. 

Discussion was held on the current ordinance levying citywide retailers’ sales tax within the 

City; with funds derived from the tax to be used for economic development purposes in the 

City of Smith Center. Wiehl explained the vote against a county-wide economic development 

in Smith County in 2020; and the process and possible implications if a county-wide economic 

development were to be presented at election. Peterson said there may be a pathway for 

interlocal agreements for economic development purposes. Council members shared their 

desire to work with the neighboring communities; the possibility of multiple businesses from 

the communities applying for grant funding; encouragement of the communities to form their 

own economic development programs; and the need to look at the current ordinance for 

possible changes to allow grant funding to other communities from Smith Center city sales tax 

funds. A motion was made by Kingsbury, seconded by Peterson, to table the application from 

the Kensington Community Store due to conflict with the ordinance and add the ordinance with 

possible amendments to the next council meeting agenda. Motion carried. 



 

 

Motion by Wick, seconded by Peterson, to approve a reimbursement Storefront Grant to Smith 

Center Dental Clinic for up to $950. Motion carried. 

Motion by Cole, seconded by Mace, to form a Nominating Committee and appoint Nancy 

Shaffer, Steve Wingerson, and Rachel Jones. Motion carried. 

Motion by Mace, seconded by Kingsbury, to form a Recruitment Committee and appoint Allen 

VanDriel, Todd Churchill, Brigid Hall, Galen Lambert, Matt Lyon, Dustin McEwen, Joan 

Nech, and Lujeana Peters. Motion carried. 

Motion by Kingsbury, seconded by Wick, to form a Housing Committee and appoint Nick 

Rhodes, Raquel Boxum, John Franklin, Alaina Hughes, Max Kuhlman, Bec Mueller, Chris 

Rowe, Kristy Stewart, Julie Troy, Gary Vore, Sherry Weatherholt, Melissa Westbrook, and 

Tammy Windscheffel. Motion carried.  

Following discussion and clarification, a motion was made by Wick, seconded by Mace, to 

approve a $30,000 Business Expansion loan to HBD LLC for operating and working capital; 

five-year term, with UCC filing on the business.  Motion carried. 

Mayor Wiehl called a one-minute recess at 6:29pm. 

VI. 6:30pm-Revenue Neutral Rate Hearing and Budget Hearing 

Mayor Wiehl opened the hearing on the Revenue Neutral Rate at 6:30pm. Wiehl and Conaway 

presented the information. With no comments from the public, a motion was made by Peterson, 

seconded by Kingsbury to adopt Resolution 2022-4, to levy a property tax rate exceeding the 

revenue neutral rate. Roll call vote: Wick-Aye; Cole-Aye; Mace-Aye; Kingsbury-Aye; 

Peterson-Aye. Total Aye-5, motion carried.  

Mayor Wiehl opened the budget hearing. Conaway discussed the presented budget, the 

difference between cash and budget authority, the various steps to lessen the burden to the 

taxpayers, and sub-funds under the general fund. With no comments from the public, a motion 

by Peterson, seconded by Wick, to adopt and approve the 2023 budget as presented. Roll call 

vote: Peterson-Aye; Kingsbury-Aye; Mace-Aye; Cole-Aye; Wick-Aye; Total Aye-5, motion 

carried. 

 

Hearing closed at 6:44pm, regular meeting resumed. 

 

Department Reports/Committee & Board Reports continued 

b) Police Department-Chief Marshall reported on recent dog confinement orders; tickets and 

discussed the ordinances. Brad Howland expressed his appreciation for Chief Marshall’s work 

recently in regard to a dog bite incident. Howland encouraged the council to go back and look 

at possible changes to the ordinances. He understands that there is not a local pound. Howland 

also encouraged the council to talk with his wife, Amy Howland, on some of the State 

veterinary laws that may be of assistance; as well as input from the county health and safety 

officer. Howland explained that as a victim, there can be a demand to have a dog put down and 

tested, but not many move forward in this manner. His concern is if something were to happen 

between an incident and a scheduled court hearing. Marshall reported to the council that he had 

contacted the other local clinic; they do not have the ability to house larger dogs such as the 



 

 

animal of subject. Marshall asked if it was possible to have something put in place there but 

will have to check with the State. Marshall also stated that since the city does not have a pound, 

if a dog is loose (not vicious) and he is not able to get close enough to see a dog tag, he is at a 

loss as there is no place to go with the dog. Owen explained that the code book has two 

variations in regard to dogs, and a change to policy will need to be made to be clear. She 

explained that the judge should remain to have the option to consider other outcomes. Wiehl 

asked that the ordinance be added to the next meeting agenda. Owen asked that the council 

members review the code in order to suggest possible amendments, including sections that do 

not pertain such as those that contain a city pound and animal control officer.  

c) Hileman-Reported on the water line replacement work on South Main Street. 

d) Conaway-Presented an updated Title VI plan to the council. Upon review, a motion was made 

by Peterson, seconded by Wick, to approve the Title VI Plan as presented. Motion carried. 

  

 

VII. Governing Body Reports 

a) Wick-Pool/Recreation/Transit 

Inquired on a recent pool committee meeting. Wiehl shared that the pool house will need to be 

revamped and the engineer contacted in order to redesign to bring the estimated costs down, 

then the project will be reopened for bids. Wick shared that the city will need to recruit a pool 

manager for the 2023 season, and reportedly a few lifeguards that do not intend on returning for 

the season. 

 

b) Peterson-Parks/Airport 

Reported the AWOS is in production and should be shipping out soon.  Additional great news, 

the Srader Foundation granted full funding for the fuel pump at the airport.  

 

VIII. Adjournment 

Motion by Wick, seconded by Mace, to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:06pm. 

 

 

 


